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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES (CENTRAL DISTRICT) 

Case No. BC 5 5 4 5 0 3 

COMPLAINT FOR: 



JOSEPH CASSIERE (an individual), 
Plaintiff, 
v. 



DAVID SHAPIRO (an individual); and 
DOES 1 through 20, * w'i i v £ 

Defendant. 



(1) VIOLATION OF CAL. PENAL 
CODE § 528.5(a) 

(2) DEFAMATION / FALSE LIGHT 
IN VIOLATION OF CAL. CIV. 
CODE §§ 44 and 45; 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 



Plaintiff Joseph "JJ" Cassiere ("Plaintiff) complains and alleges as follows: 



GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

1. Plaintiff at all times herein relevant was an individual residing in the£ewtt)bof Leso 

n < ^ o s> ~i 

Angeles, State of California. ~ g tg $ g 

o n o o m a> -h ~n v) 
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2. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon alleges that S^MaSrfDavH! SJhapffo" 

ay » 

("Shapiro") at all times herein relevant was an individual residing in the County of Losn^i^les, 0 
State of California. ~ £ § § 



3. The true names and capacities of Defendant Does 1 through 20, whether Individual, 

Pi 

corporate, associate or otherwise, are unknown to Plaintiff at this time and&aiat&f will seek leave 
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of Court to amend this Complaint to identify their true names and capacities when the same have 
been ascertained. Plaintiff is informed and believes and based thereon alleges that each of the Doe 
Defendant is, in some manner, responsible for the events and happenings herein set forth and 
proximately caused injury and damages to Plaintiff as alleged herein. 

4. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and based thereon alleges, that each Defendant 
acted in all respects pertinent to this action as the agent of the other Defendants, carried out a joint 
scheme, business plan or policy in all respects pertinent hereto, and the acts of each of the 
Defendants are legally attributable to the other Defendants. 

5. Plaintiff is informed and believe, and based thereon alleges, that each of the 
Defendants was the agent, servant, and employee of each of the other Co-Defendants, and in doing 
the things alleged, acted in the course and scope of such agency and employment. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

6. Defendant is a Vice President at The Agency Group, Ltd, ("TAG"), which 
describes itself as "the world's leading independent talent booking agency." 

7. Defendant hired Plaintiff on April 5th } 20 1 0 as a talent booking agent at TAG's Los 
Angeles, California office. Defendant personally facilitated Plaintiff s joining TAG. 

8. Plaintiff was the only other agent in Defendant's Los Angeles office that was 
booking acts in the same milieu as Defendant (i.e., Vans Warped Tour bands, "screamo" music 
genre, etc.). 

9. During Plaintiffs first two years with TAG, he was an agent under Defendant's 
"column", which meant any booking commissions that Plaintiff brought in to the company were 
considered part of Defendant's gross. During this time, Plaintiff quickly grew his roster of clients. 

10. Twitter is an online social networking and microblogging service that enables users 
to send and read short 140-character text messages, called "tweets". Twitter has over 500 million 
registered users (each with his own unique account name beginning with "@") who post over 340 
million tweets per day. In 2013 Twitter was one of the ten most-visited websites, and has been 
described as "the SMS (Short Message Service) of the Internet." 
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1 1 . Within Plaintiff's first year at TAG, Defendant began to cyber-impersonate him by 
creating a Twitter account called "@QuotesOf7J'\ Defendant used Plaintiffs real name "JJ 
Cassiere", and used an actual photograph of Plaintiff as the Twitter account's "profile" picture. 
Using this account, Defendant then proceeded to follow (i.e., subscribe to) other industry 
professionals (agents, managers, record labels) as well as Plaintiffs clients, including all of the 
biggest acts Plaintiff represented. 

1 2. For many months, Defendant would post defamatory tweets online that could 
immediately be viewed by practically everyone in Plaintiffs area of the music business. In these 
tweets, Defendant would intentionally say things that made Plaintiff appear to be foolish, inept 
and sexually perverted. Defendant's tweets would then get re-tweeted (i.e., forwarded) and thus 
disseminated quickly, with absolutely no control over their ultimate destination or viewership. 

13. As a result of Defendant's tweets and re-tweets, various persons would constantly 
ask Plaintiff why he would tweet, things online that made him look so bad. Plaintiff would 
constantly have to convince those persons that the Twitter account they saw wasn't actually his. 

14. Throughout 201 1, Plaintiff would repeatedly ask Defendant if he had created the 
@Quoteso£TJ Twitter account, and each time Defendant would deny having any involvement. 

1 5 . Numerous other individuals, however, told Plaintiff that Defendant was responsible 
for the @Quotesof7J tweets, causing Plaintiff horrible stress and anxiety. 

16. Many of the tweets produced by Mr. Defendant via @QuotesofU were abhorrent. 
In one, Mr. Defendant tweets, "With Wrestlemania not being on tonight, i decided to have friends 
over, looking for a nut." This tweet was re-tweeted by Stefan Max, director of A&R at Atlantic 
Records and is still on the Internet as of the date this Complaint was filed. Many tweets 
referenced Plaintiff trying to get "nuts", lewdly implying that Plaintiff was seeking the opportunity 
to promiscuously and publicly find sources of ejaculation. 

17. On another occasion, Defendant tweeted from his personal account 
@DaveVelocity, "Hanging with @QuotesOOJ his mom and his new Facebook girlfriend, life is 
getting wild." Defendant was promoting the @QuotesOfJJ account as actually being Plaintiffs, 
rather than Plaintiffs actual twitter account, which was @tagjj (which Defendant knew existed). 
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18. Finally, on Monday October 24th, 201 1 Plaintiff emailed Defendant, telling him to 
deactivate the @QuotesO0J Twitter account used to impersonate him. Plaintiff informed 
Defendant that he would work from home until Defendant took down the defamatory Twitter 
account. Rather than immediately complying, Defendant simply replied to Plaintiffs email with a 
picture of Oprah Winfrey pointing and laughing with the text "YOU MAD?" After receiving this 
cruel reply, Plaintiff became convinced that Defendant was behind the account, and thus Plaintiff 
continued to work from home over the following two days, after which the Twitter account was 
deactivated and Plaintiff returned to Defendant's L.A. offices. 

19. Even though the @QuotesO0J Twitter account was deactivated, the damage had 
already been done. Plaintiff had to deal with colleagues and clients asking about the Twitter 
account on a weekly - if not daily - basis. Despite Plaintiffs denial of any involvement with the 
account, people continued to believe it was his, and ridiculed him constantly. 

20. Over time, the false and defamatory tweets from the @QuotesOfTJ account resulted 
in Plaintiffs clients losing confidence in his ability to competently represent them. Plaintiff 
continues to deal with the personal and professional damage, embarrassment, trauma and 
negativity directly caused by the defamatory @QuotesO£JJ Twitter account. 

21. In December 2013, TAG Senior Vice President Andy Somers ("Somers") told 
Plaintiff that he would increase his base salary from $50,000 to $75,000. Plaintiff followed up 
with Somers on December 23rd about the raise; Somers then informed him that "the higher-ups 
had only approved $62,500." On January 7th, 2014 Plaintiff still had not received his raise, so he 
emailed Somers asking for an update. Later that day, Somers informed Plaintiff that the company 
would not be giving him a raise. On January 27th, 2014, TAG informed the entire company via 
email that Somers was no longer with the company. 

22. TAG unexpectedly terminated Plaintiffs employment on March 27th, 2014 
without prior warning. Plaintiff was called in to CFO Ron Bleiweiss's ("Bleiweiss") office and 
was told simply that "it's just not working out." Although Plaintiff repeatedly asked Bleiweiss 
for a specific reason for this termination, Bleiweiss would only tell him, "I'm sorry man. It's just 
not working out." 
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23. Senior Vice President Bruce Solar ("Solar") joined the termination meeting 
moments later; Solar would not provide Plaintiff with any specific reasons for his termination 
either. In Plaintiffs four years at TAG, he had only ever received a single written warning for 
conduct. Plaintiff asked Solar if his past warning had anything to do with his termination, and 
Solar assured him that the two were completely unrelated. 

24. Following the meeting, Plaintiffs corporate email account was immediately 
deactivated, making it virtually impossible for him to continue representing his 25+ clients, as he 
could no longer access his email account. Plaintiff was effectively "locked out" of his hard-earned 
offers, routings, conversations, tour strategies, and venue holds. 

25. Additionally, Plaintiffs painstakingly-compiled contacts (addresses, phone 
numbers, etc.) were immediately deleted from his cell phone, as it was previously synced with 
TAG's corporate Microsoft Exchange (email) Server. 

26. Other people in the industry started to call Plaintiff as word got out. Plaintiff 
attended the Coachella Music Festival — an annual event held in Southern California with over 
half a million attendees -- during the weekend of April 12, 2014. Plaintiff was repeatedly told that 
his termination was because "bands and industry professionals didn't take him seriously" and that 
his "perception and credibility was not good" within the music business. Plaintiff was informed 
that it was Defendant all along who created and operated the @QuotesOOJ Twitter page. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
VIOLATION OF CAL. PENAL CODE § 528.5(a) 
[Against all Defendants] 

27. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein paragraphs 1 through 16 of this 
complaint as though fully set forth. 

28. At all relevant times mentioned herein, California Penal Code Section 528.5(a) 
was in full force and effect and were binding on Defendants and each of them. Under California 
Penal Code Section 528.5(a), ". . .any person who knowingly and without consent credibly 

impersonates another actual person through or on an Internet Web site or by other electronic 

_ 
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means for purposes of harming, intimidating, threatening, or defrauding another person is guilty 
of a public offense punishable pursuant to subdivision (d)." Subdivision (d) lists the specific 
penalties at issue for those who violate this statute. 

29. As a proximate result of the aforesaid acts of Defendants, Plaintiff has suffered 
actual, consequential and incidental financial losses, including without limitation, loss of salary 
and benefits, all in an amount subject to proof at the time of trial. 

30. As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants' wrongful conduct, Plaintiff 
suffered and will continue to suffer pain and suffering, mental anguish, emotional distress, and 
loss of earnings. Plaintiff is therefore entitled to general and compensatory damages. 

3 1 . Defendants' conduct as described above was willful, despicable, knowing, and 
intentional and Defendants, through their officers, managing agents, and/or supervisors, 
authorized, condoned and/or ratified the unlawful conduct of other Defendants. Accordingly, 
Plaintiff seeks an award of punitive and exemplary damages in an amount according to proof. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
DEFAMATION / FALSE LIGHT IN VIOLATION OF CAL. CIV. CODE §§ 44 and 45 

[Against all Defendants] 

32. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein paragraphs 1 through 31 of this 
complaint as though fully set forth. 

33. At all relevant times mentioned herein, California Civil Code sections 44 and 45 
were in full force and effect and were binding on Defendants. Under California Civil Code 
sections 44 and 45, Defendants were forbidden from making "...false and unprivileged 
publications by writing, printing, picture, . . .or other fixed representation to the eye, which 
expose any person to hatred, contempt, ridicule, or obloquy, or "cause him to be shunned or 
avoided, or "injure him in his occupation." 

34. As a proximate result of the aforesaid acts of Defendants, Plaintiff has suffered 

actual, consequential and incidental financial losses, including without limitation, loss of salary 

and benefits, all in an amount subject to proof at the time of trial. 
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35. As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants' wrongful conduct, Plaintiff 
suffered and will continue to suffer pain and suffering, mental anguish, emotional distress, and 
loss of earnings. Plaintiff is therefore entitled to general and compensatory damages. 

36. Defendants' conduct as described above was willful, despicable, knowing, and 
intentional and Defendants, through their officers, managing agents, and/or supervisors, 
authorized, condoned and/or ratified the unlawful conduct of other Defendants. Accordingly, 
Plaintiff seeks an award of punitive and exemplary damages in an amount according to proof. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants, and each of them, as 
follows: 

1 . For all actual, consequential and incidental financial losses including lost wages, 
medical bills, mental and emotional distress, and other special and general damages according to 
proof but in excess of the jurisdictional limit of this court; 

2. For compensatory and general damages in an amount according to proof; 
. 3, For exemplary and punitive damages.agairist Defendants as allowably lawundef 

California Penal God? section SQ?(e)(4); • ,= :-- 

* 4. For reasonable attorneys* unde^r any statutes trial provide for their recovery, such as 
California Penal Code section 502(e)(2); 

5. Prejudgment interest as provided by law and/or the agreements; and 

6. For such other and further relief that is just and proper. 

Dated: July 29, 2014 HURWITZ, ORIHUELA & HAYES, LLP 

By: 




Douglas B. Hayes, 

Attorneys for Plaintiff Joseph Cassiere 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRTAf, 

Plaintiff Joseph Cassiere hereby demands that this matter be submitted to and tried before 
a jury on all issues triable by ajury. 

Dated: July 29, 2014 HURWITZ, OR1HUELA & HAYES, LLP 

By:_ 

Douglas 6. Hayes, 

Attorneys for Plaintiff Joseph Cassiere 
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2„ 5. 


writ ot Mandate (02) 


□ A6151 Writ - Administrative Mandamus 

O A6152 Writ - Mandamus on Limited Court Case Matter 

□ A6153 Writ - Other Limited Court Case Review 


2., 8. 

2. 
2. 


Other Judicial Review (39) 


□ A61 50 Other Writ /Judicial Review 


2., 8. 


Antitrust/Trade Regulation (03) 


□ A6003 Antitrust/Trade Regulation 


1.,2., 8. 


Construction Defect (10) 


□ A6007 Construction Defect 


1- 2., 3. 


Claims Involving Mass Tort 
(40) 


O A6006 Claims Involving Mass Tort 


1., 2., 8. 


Securities Litigation (28) 


O A6035 Securities Litigation Case 


1..2..8. 


Toxic Tort 
Environmental (30) 


□ A6036 Toxic Tort/Environmental 


1..2..3..8. 


Insurance Coverage Claims 
from Complex Case (41) 


O A6014 Insurance Coverage/Subrogation (complex case only) 


1,2., 5., 8. 


Enforcement 
of Judgment (20) 


□ A6141 Sister State Judgment 

□ A6160 Abstract of Judgment 

□ A61 07 Confession of Judgment (non-domestic relations) 

□ A6140 Administrative Agency Award (not unpaid taxes) 

O A6114 Petition/Certificate for Entry of Judgment on Unpaid Tax 
O A6112 Other Enforcement of Judgment Case 


2.9. 
2., 6. 
2., 9. 
2.8. 
2,8. 
2.. 8., 9. 


RICO (27) 


□ A6033 Racketeering (RICO) Case 


1..2..8. 


Other Complaints 
(Not Specified Above) (42) 


□ A6030 Declaratory Relief Only 

□ A6040 Injunctive Relief Only (not domestic/harassment) 

□ A601 1 Other Commercial Complaint Case (non-tort/non-complex) 

□ A6000 Other Civil Complaint (non-tort/non-complex) 


1..2..8. 
2,8. 
1..2., 8. 
1.. 2.. 8. 


Partnership Corporation 
Governance (21) 


□ A6113 Partnership and Corporate Governance Case 


2., 8. 


Other Petitions 
(Not Specified Above) 
(43) 


□ A6121 Civil Harassment 

□ A6123 Workplace Harassment 

□ A6124 Elder/Dependent Adult Abuse Case 

□ A6190 Election Contest 

□ A6110 Petition for Change of Name 

D A6170 Petition for Relief from Late Claim Law 

□ A6100 Other Civil Petition 


2.. 3., 9. 
2., 3., 9. 
2., 3., 9. 
2. 

2,7. 

2., 3„ 4., 8. 
2., 9. 
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SHORT TITLE: 



CASSIERE v. SHAPIRO 



CASE NUMBER 



Item Ml. Statement of Location : Enter the address of the accident, party's residence or place of business, performance, or other 
circumstance indicated in Item II., Step 3 on Page 1, as the proper reason for filing in the court location you selected. 



REASON: Check the appropriate boxes for the numbers shown 
under Column C for the type of action that you have selected for 
this case. 

□ 1. 02. D3. D4. D5. D6. D7. U8. D9. D10. 


ADDRESS: 

1880 Century Park East, Suite 711 


CITY 

Los Angeles 


STATE; 

CA 


ZIP CODE: 
90067 





Item IV. Declaration of Assignment I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true 
and correct and that the above-entitled matter is properly filed for assignment to the STANLEY MOSK courthouse in the 

CENTRAL District of the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles [Code Civ. Proa, § 392 et seq., and Local 

Rule 2.0, subds. (b), (c) and (d)]. 



Dated: JULY 29, 2014 




(SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY/FILING PARTY) 



PLEASE HAVE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS COMPLETED AND READY TO BE FILED IN ORDER TO PROPERLY 
COMMENCE YOUR NEW COURT CASE: 

1. Original Complaint or Petition. 

2. If filing a Complaint, a completed Summons form for issuance by the Clerk. 

3. Civil Case Cover Sheet, Judicial Council form CM-010. 

4. Civil Case Cover Sheet Addendum and Statement of Location form, LACIV 109, LASC Approved 03-04 (Rev. 
03/11). 

5. Payment in full of the filing fee, unless fees have been waived. 

6. A signed order appointing the Guardian ad Litem, Judicial Council form CIV-01 0, if the plaintiff or petitioner is a 
minor under 1 8 years of age will be required by Court in order to issue a summons. 

7. Additional copies of documents to be conformed by the Clerk. Copies of the cover sheet and this addendum 
O must be served along with the summons and complaint, or other initiating pleading in the case. 

()) 

'\ 

' r - r 1 - 

K 1 
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